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TANEY COUNTY, MISSOURI

Taney County is a diverse region of remote hills and hollows, clear streams and large lakes,
and a tourism industry that includes a large variety of music attractions.

Taney County’s 416,000 acres includes 13,000 acres of water and over 70,000 acres of national and state forest land. The county’s relief ranges
from 650 to 1480 feet
above sea level. Approximately 55% of the county is forested with oak and other hardwoods, 2 large tracts of yellow pine, and the largest
volume of red cedar in the state.
Taney County’s economy is based on tourism, retirement income, small industry, livestock production, and timber production.

Abundant game, virgin forests, and commerce along White River, which winds through the southern half of the county, encouraged the county’s
early settlement
in the 1820’s and 1830’s. During the Civil War, county residents were nearly equally divided in their allegiance and several skirmishes occurred
within the county.
The largest of these occurred at the Confederate held county seat of Forsyth where Union cannons bombarded the town from the top of Swan
Creek bluff.

In the 1880’s the Baldnobbers, a vigilante group named for their meeting on high treeless knobs, drew national attention because of their
midnight raids of homes
to warn or punish citizens they believed were guilty of some crime. Around the turn of the century Harold Bell Wright wrote The Shepherd of
The Hills.
This novel depicted life in the hills near Branson and became one of the most widely read books in the country. Visitors began coming to see the
region where the story
took place. Around the same time float trips on White River became popular, attraction governors, celebrities, and others from all over the
country for a fishing trip on
the scenic river.

Lake Taneycomo, the first of several impoundments on White River, was completed in 1913 and 2 other followed: Bull Shoals in 1951 and Table
Rock in 1959.

The historical attractions, the lakes and streams, and the rugged countryside drew a steady influx of tourist. In the 1960’s several county music
shows opened in Branson,

and by 1992 there were over 20 theaters with nearly 50,000 seats featuring dozens of country music stars. Today, there is even more variety of
music and entertainment.

The Branson area is host to several million visitors a year while the outlying portions of the county are devoted to cattle and hay production and
forest product including
an extensive red cedar industry. Other points of interest in the county are College of the Ozarks at Pt. Lookout, a college where the student body
works on campus to cover
their tuition and other cost, and Hercules Glade Wilderness, a federally protected region within Mark Twain Nations Forest.

THE ORIGINS OF PLACE NAMES IN TANEY COUNTY

Taney: named for chief justice of the Supreme Court Roger Brooks Taney (1836-1864).
Forsyth: named for secretary of state John Forsyth (1834-1841).
Branson: named for the Branson family, early residents of the area.
Mincy: named for John Mincy, pioneer of the Mincy region.
Rueter: named for the first postmaster of the community.
Mildred: named for the daughter of the first postmaster.
Protem: when residents couldn’t decide on a name for their village they asked
the postmaster general to use any name “Protem” and the name stuck.

McClurg: named for Joseph McClurg, General in the Union Army and 19" century Missouri Governor.
Brownbranch: named for the brown tinted water in the branch of Beaver Creek that runs through the community.
Poor Joe Bald: Legend says that Joe Coker, and early resident of Cedar Creek, was pursed by Indian braves because
of his having 2 Indian wives. After several hours of evading his attackers, Joe finally collapsed in exhaustion on a high bald.
“This is the end of Poor Joe” he exclaimed. Joe lived to relate the tale and the hill was ever after known as Poor Joe Bald.



COMMISSIONERS DISTRICT
TANEY COUNTY, MISSOURI

Village ,of 5
Saddlebrooke

District 2
- EASTERN

D istri Ct ﬂ Commissioners Districts
- WESITERN = S
City Limits

Political Townships




uuuuuuuuuuuuuuu

TANEY COUNTY, MISSOURI
APPROVED STATE 2012
POLITICAL TOWNSHIPS, HOUSE AND
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT LINES

uuuuuuuuuuuuu

QLVA

o

Branson 24 y L
pe /
'//i// |||ster

A7)

7 I ¢

) o

. M\ 0
Merrlqm Woods

KlrbyV|IIe
.r-!ﬁ—/

B

5 ." 7A

STAYE Hiyy 1y,

Sx
A
%8 Hwy v

Bull

Shoals Lake

Taneyville

6

STATE HWY

T

S
o A

&
<, 5

L
& &

Cedar Creek

155

ARKANSAS

. & Big Creek
N
ock Lake @(@\L SCOtt Ig ! ree
/\/ Major Roads
EMO House Districts 2011
Congressional District Lines 2011
Oliver S
POLITICAL TOWNSHIPS
2 )
STATE 4, %p
O
Vo5 Bull 3
Bull Shoals Lake [ Bull
S S Shoals Lake
oalstake % Bull Shoals Lake Bull Shoal
Bull Bull Bull Bull
STV P =) Y U Shaole | L
SToaT LaRe S e \




TANEY COUNTY, MISSOURI
FIRE DISTRICTS

CHRISTIAN COUNTY

&,4%/ Village of

DOUGLAS COUNTY

@

' 2LV1S

S

District

<,
¢ Saddigbrdcke 4
. ERS
o Fine e
STATE HWY w
ESTATE HWy z4
\S‘/‘\v/%\ =
d o "
{ Ty
& e, Bradleyville
2
Tan lle ?&\x\“{ Rural
. ol ‘ Fire
AR, e Eorsys
7 SN 5 5 entral 5
IIf/: Tanlt_e?/kc?)mo < é‘ﬁ! % e g Central T
= s Loty e I
! 7/ e el BT Rural :
—‘a'jl & L F Lake " g > -
b "li | [0k 2 L i IFIre
o [ : f?‘]’ 6@" - é z
I 1 . s F -] <
8 L/ B ,w_,"/. CES
s j Wl %) % HWYMi]
a < g
BRATIE<5 0 2 A |
Sr'qu/y
l’l/ylr
\x}«\% e
3,
% Protem
Rural
2 Fire
S
P ’ e
< A
&
Il Shoal (0//%"
Bu oals ® %
lzte Bull Shoals Lake. ”LSL‘S e
Bull Shoals Bull Shoals Bull Shoals Bull Shoals Lake

~ Take

——take— —— —lake—

ARKANSAS

OZARK COUNTY

Fire Stations

|—MajorRds

O ciy Limits

Lakes
FIRE DISTRICTS
O Bradieyville Rural Fire

Bull Shoal,




., . SCHOOL DISTRICTS
TANEY COUNTY, MISSOURI

CHRISTIAN COUNTY

Spokane :

Galena

Bradleyville

>
[
z
=)
Qo
&)
X
5
o

@“p‘
—— Major Roads
F= _ "/ City Limits

) ol - \ SCHOOL DISTRICT

i [ Bradleyville
- Branson

- Forsyth

- Galena

[ Hotiister

[ kirbyville

- Mark Twain
- Spokane

- aneyville

Schools

STONE COUNTY

Taney County makes every effort to produce and publish
the most current and accurate information possible.
This data is provided *as is” without warranty
ARKANSAS or any representation of accuracy, timeliness or
completeness. The burden for determining accuracy,
completeness, timeliness, merchantability and fitness
for or the appropriateness for use rests solely on the
requester. The County makes no warranties, express
orimplied, as to the use of the Data. There are no
implied warranties of merchantabilty or fitness for
aparticular purpose. The requester acknowledges and
accepts the limitations of the Data, including the fact
that the Data is dynamic and is in a constant state of
maintenance, correction and update.
Taney County GIS Division
PRA 3/8/2010
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